
Philosophy Paper 101: History of Philosophy from Descartes to Kant 
 
 
2.  The Cartesian Circle 
 
“I cannot but admit that it would be easy for [God], if he so desired, to bring it about that I go 
wrong even in those matters which I think I see utterly clearly with my mind’s eye.” (Third 
Meditation, CSM p. 25).  How does Descartes seek to allay this reason for doubt, and is his 
attempt damagingly circular? 
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