Gener al Philosophy Paper (PPE Prelims etc.)

Before starting on this work, please read the webpage giving guidance on the General Philosophy
course, at http://philosophy.hertford.ox.ac.uk/genguidance.htm.

Topic 1: Knowledge

1. What conditions does Ayer suggest for “S knows that P’? (where Sis the * subject” —i.e. a person —
and Pisa“proposition” —i.e. something that might be known)

2. Do you agree that each of the three conditions suggested by Ayer is genuinely NECESSARY for
knowledge? If not, give counter-examples to justify your denial. If so, explain how you would deal
with the most plausible counter-examples that you can think of.

3. Explain why Gettier thinks that Ayer’s conditions are not SUFFICIENT for knowledge. Can you
suggest any other (and perhaps more natural) counter-examples based on similar principles?

4. Consider the “externalist” conceptions of knowledge advocated by Armstrong and/or Goldman, and
BonJour’s objections to them. Are you inclined towards an internalist or an externalist position, and
how would you respond to Gettier in the light of your preference?
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